
Comparison of Bloom Stages and 
Topping Heights for Dark Tobacco

2006 – MSU, Murray, KY

• Variety:  Narrowleaf Madole LC, fire-cured

• Bloom Stage at topping comparisons:
– Elongated bud
– 50% Bloom
– 100% Bloom

• Topping Height comparisons:
– 12 leaves
– 16 leaves
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Total Yield (lbs/A):
3455         3635         3273         3483         3353     3322

LSD0.05 =        121         406         354             350 (total)

Bloom Stage – Topping Height



Main Effect of Bloom Stage on Yield
2006 – MSU, Murray, KY
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*Data averaged over topping heights.

LSD0.05 = 248



Main Effect of Topping Height on Yield
2006 – MSU, Murray, KY

3361
3480

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

Total Yield

12 Leaf
16 leaf

To
ta

l Y
ie

ld
 (l

bs
/A

)

*Data averaged over bloom stages.

LSD0.05 = 202



Comparison of Bloom Stages and 
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6101
7617

6230 6840 7134 6491

0
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000
8000

EB-12L EB-16L 50%-12L 50%-16L 100%-12L 100%-16L

Gross Revenue ($/A)

G
ro

ss
 R

ev
en

ue
  (

$/
A

)

Grade Index:
64.6          74.1          65.5          70.6          75.2          66.6

LSD0.05 =                   849                             8.1 (Grade Index)

Bloom Stage – Topping Height



Main Effect of Bloom Stage on Grade Index
2006 – MSU, Murray, KY
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*Data averaged over topping heights.



Main Effect of Topping Height on Grade Index
2006 – MSU, Murray, KY
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*Data averaged over bloom stages.



Main Effect of Bloom Stage on Revenue
2006 – MSU, Murray, KY
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*Data averaged over topping heights.



Main Effect of Topping Height on Revenue
2006 – MSU, Murray, KY
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LSD0.05 = 490

*Data averaged over bloom stages.
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