
Drip Irrigation of Burley and Dark Tobacco
MSU – Murray, KY - 2005

• Burley Variety:  TN 90
• Dark Variety:  Narrowleaf Madole

• Treatments
– Check plot with no irrigation
– Weekly minimum of 1” water, including incident rainfall (every row middle)
– 1” following any 10 d period with no rainfall (every row middle)
– 1” following any 10 d period with no rainfall (every other row middle)
– Best Management:  irrigation as-needed according to WaterMark sensors

• Tobacco set June 9, 2005
• Irrigation beginning at topping
• 3 replications of treatments



Drip Irrigation of Burley Tobacco
MSU – Murray, KY – 2005

Burley TN 90
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Total Yield (lb/A):
1132           1147            1092           1024          1189

LSD0.05 =      35        135        234          295 (total)



Drip Irrigation of Burley Tobacco
MSU – Murray, KY – 2005

Burley TN 90

$/acre
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*Based on 2004 Federal Grade and Price Support of Type 31 Burley tobacco.



Drip Irrigation of Dark Tobacco
MSU – Murray, KY – 2005

Dark-Fired Narrowleaf Madole
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Total Yield (lb/A):
2075           1827            1954           1946          1929

LSD0.05 =      34        115        269           271 (total)



Drip Irrigation of Dark Tobacco
MSU – Murray, KY – 2005

Dark-Fired Narrowleaf Madole

$/acre
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387671Best Management

3982731” / 10 d (every other row)
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3676711” / 7 d (every row)

407169Check (no irrig.)
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IndexTreatment

*Based on 2004 Federal Grade and Price Support of Type 23 Dark Fire-Cured tobacco.
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